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( CIA |oses mall
| ‘opening cases -

Civil .libertarians won another \m:tory
against the CIA's illegal opemng of pnvate
mail last week.. :

New York Fedenl Coun .Iudge Jack

. Weinstein awarded an - additional $1000 -
payment to civil libertarian Corliss Lamont -
Feb. 17 because the CIA opened twolettershe STAT
sent to his wife. Lamont will receive a second
$1000 payment in damages for all the other
letters ' the CIA . opened and copied.
Previously, Weinstein had established a $1000 .
damage ceiling to plaintiffs whose manl was
lllegally opened by the CIA. | ’ :

- In awarding the extra payment to Lamont.
Weinstein said: “lllegal government prying
- into theshared i mhmacnes of husband and wnfc :
is despicable.” )

" Lamont, chairman of the Nauonal
Emergency Civil Libefties Committee, told

. the Guardian: *“Judge Jack Weinstein’s
directive that the U.S. government pay me
$2000 in damages and write me an apology for- 1
opening my mail is a real victory for civil
liberties and an, important blow agamsl ‘the
_invasion of privacy.

" - “The award, however, is obvnously smallm
view of the fact that 155 letters were involved

( “’in the correspondence to and from the Soviet
Union from 1955 to 1970.” - :

*  Judge Weinstein also awarded SIOOO and
directed the CIA to send apologies to Victoria

. Wilson,.an editorial employe of book pub--

~ lisher ‘Alfred Knopf, and to Rodney Driver,
mathematics professor at the Universify of

- Rhode Island, whose mail to the Soviet Umon
lnd also been intercepted and copied. - .

" Wilson, Driver and Lamont had demanded :
thnt the CIA release their files under the
" Freedom of Information Act. They entered
- damage suits when, after examining their files, -
- they learned that the ClA had. mtetfcted w:th '
theu' mail. |

Judge Weinstein said he limited the awards
to $1000 regardless of the volume of mail '
because “the .number of possible plaintiffs :
runs into the thousands and possible’
damages, at the modest level fixed by the
_counrt, into the millions.” ;

Judge Weinstein scheduled heanngs in
March on requests of the plaintiffs in the
cases for the return of the:r Iettcrs nowin CIA y
files, ™ T - - ~A\.\r\f. 1
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